“It is important to
ask somebody
independent who
has a wide range
of knowledge.”
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Richard Petrie is one of the
founders and owners of Vonaq, a
telecoms solutions company based
in Watford. Vonag have recently
obtained a £20,000 grant from EEDA
(East of England Development
Agency), designed to fund new
product development. This grant
follows from the success of their
current product; a hand held tester
used to verify broadband internet
access. In layman’s terms, if your
broadband access goes down, an
engineer can come and identify the
fault with one of Vonaq’s hand held
testers.

The company was founded in
January this year, and has advanced
at a phenomenal rate. In less than
11 months, Vonaq has secured
distribution rights with over 15
companies for their hand held
testers. 1ISO Accreditation 9001 was
awarded in July — an internationally
recognised standard of an
organisations’ internal quality
management, fitting for their
expanding overseas distribution net-
work.

In the first few months of starting his
business, Richard approached local
business support service, Wenta,
looking for an impartial person to
bounce ideas off and check over his
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business plan. Whilst Richard had a
business background and was
familiar with start-up aspects, he
understood the benefits of seeking
professional advice He says ‘it is
important to ask somebody
independent who has a wide range of
knowledge that could say, ‘have you
thought of this?’ | found the sessions
with my business advisor, Michael
Martin, very useful and took away
information that made all the
difference.”

Michael also helped clarify which
EEDA grant Vonaq should apply for,
and is delighted with the awarding of
the grant. He says “Vonaq have
made fantastic progress in their first
year of trading, and | am thrilled to
have supported Richard in achieving
this.” Vonaq is a Telecoms Test
Equipment provider dedicated to
helping Telecom and Internet Service
Providers test and maintain their net-
work in the most cost effective way.

If you would like further information
about Vonaq or the products they
supply, please call 01923 242114,
email info@vonag.com or visit the
website, www.vonag.com.

Whether you’re about to start a
business or have been trading for
some time, Wenta can provide advice
and support to small and medium
businesses.
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